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[Brief resume lh97-19Wi.l 

NORTH ATLANTIC WEATHER. 
By Mr.  JIAIS? P a m ,  c’hief dd the Divisioii abf thexu  hlt.le<niolo~y. 

Lr‘ompilerl frnin the daily olmervations, at t;reeonidi i w u n  iioou. furnibhed by i ouperatiug oilserver\ at sea.] 

The distribution of pressure over the North Atlantic Ocean 
at the instant of Greenwich mean noon of March 1 ani1 the 
attendant circulation of the winds is shown on Chart S. 
Pressure is Rbove the average over Iceland, 29.80 inches, auci 
a marked anticyclonic area covers the eastern portion of the 
ocean and the western shores of the Continent of Europe. 

, The latter feature of the pressure remained practically con- 
stant thruout the entire month, the minimum barometric reacl- 
ing at  Ponta Delgada, Azores, during the period March 1-80 
being 30.18 inches, recorded March 25, consequent upon a 
northward recession of the center of the high to the British 
Isles. Over the latter upon the same date readings of 30.4J 
inches and upward were recorded. 

A s  a result of this special distribution of pressure the 
northeast trades blew thruout the entire month without inter- 
ruption, extending in a continuous belt from the latitude of 
Cape Finisterre to the Line. At the entrance to the Channel 
and westward along the tranaatlantic routes as far as the 
meridian of 20’ the winds blew almost continuously from the 
southwest quadrant, and fair weather prevailed. Upon one 
day onlr, viz, March 16, did these winds attain gale force, 
the result of a cyclonic storm central a t  the time in the vicinity 
of the Faroes, where the recorded pressure upon the date 
mentioned was 29.00 inches. 

Over the western half of the ocean variations of pressure 
succeeded one another with marked rapidity, and as a conse- 
quence severe weather was the rule. The high central over 
New England yielded March 2 and was succeeded March 3 by 
a shallow low which extended eastward to mid-ocean. Upon 
this date the transatlantic routes between the meridians of G O o  
W. and 3 5 O  W. were accordingly visited by westerly gales, 
without, however, any decided change in the barometer. 

Pressure over Iceland fell from 29.50 inches on March 2 to 
28.90 inches on March 5 ,  with the result that vessels following 
the route north about Scotland experienced southwesterly 
gales of force 10 and 11 during this period. 

On March 5 a feeble area of low pressure moved eastward 
across Hatteras and on March G was central with a well de- 
veloped systeni of cjclonic winds in the neighborhood of 37O 
N., fXo W., the lowest recorded pressure being 29.30 inches. 
Fro111 this point it moved northeastward, developing into a 
hurricane during the early hours of March 7. 

The clistrihution of pressure ancl tlie circulation of the winds 
at  Greenwich mean noon of this date are shown on Chart SI, 
the storm a t  this hour being central in latitude -12’ N., longi- 
tude 56 W. Of the large number of vessels which esperi- 
encecl the hurricane’s severity, the Prrtorin, (German S. S., 
SchrGter, report by 311 oficer Suppeha), appears to have most 
nearly approached the center. The vessel was bound from 
Hamburg to New Pork, aud at  (+reenwich mean noon of 
March G fouud herself in latitude 4 l 0  65’ N., longitude 53O 
20’ IT. The remarks of the observer from this time forward 
are as follows: 

“At 2 1). m. of March 6 the wind went from west, 3, to the 
southward, ancl so continued until 3 a. m. of Narch 7, with 
heavy rain squalls; lightning and thunder covering the whole 
sky. The wind then shifted to TYSTV., force 11, ancl a t  G a. in. 
to W., force 12, with a heavy hail squall. The lowest ba- 
rometer, 725.0 inilliuieters (28.5i  inches), occurred at  2 a. n ~ . ,  
the position at  the time being latitude 4 l0  51’ N., longitude 
5 7 O  00’ W., and the wind south, force 11 ”. 

The Hrn)7n’rd)ity.  (German S. S., Woltersdorfi, Bremen to 
New York, report by officer Jaehnigen), also found herself 
within dangerous proxiiility to the storm center, altho in the 


